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The Director's Corner — 


By Andrea Erickson, Executive Director 


Open the pages of this 
newsletter and the mission 
a of Project Independence 
_ |comes alive. People with 
s| disabilities are living in 
their homes, successfully 
employed, traveling, and 
following their dreams. 
Read about the Trailblazers 
and Team Independence and see how 
community volunteers make those dreams 
come true. I had the pleasure of attending the 
reception for the TrailBlazers following their 
Mt. Whitney summit. How exciting to see 
the progression from the first hike to the 
highest mountain in the lower 48 and what a 
powerful reminder of what people can 
achieve when given the opportunity. Our 
volunteers happily gave evenings and week- 
ends to make this happen and I think they 
were as excited as the consumers! 

Our 2001-02 Plan is being prepared. I 


will be visiting each program over the next 


few months to get feedback from the people 
we serve. In September, a family and friends 
meeting will be scheduled to 


complete the process. We know that housing, 


transportation, safety, and energy will all be 
important issues to the people we serve. 

Excellent services and consumer safety 
are foremost in our objectives. Our new 


budget includes three Training and Standards 


staff who will expand our staff training and 
quality assurance process. The Orange 
County Credit Foundation provided training 
to our staff on money management which 


\} + 
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will be passed along to \ 
consumers. All staff also attended a 
presentation from Adult Protection 
Services to learn about signs of abuse. We 
hope that continued training will keep 
consumer safety on everyone’s mind. 

Congratulations and thanks to PI staff 
who received Staff Recognition Awards for 
service above and beyond. They are: Skip 
Prosser, Brent Trembath, Christy Coutts, 
Refugio Macedo, Jeanette Gomer, and 
Nathan Wohjan. 

Enjoy this issue and watch for the 
September meeting notice. Have a 
wonderful summer! 


IN MEMORY 


It is with deep sadness that we announce 
the death of Michael Moore on June 11, 
2001. Michael was a long time PI 
consumer, best known for his upbeat 
personality and love of corny jokes. His 
parents, Will and Rose, were active PI 
volunteers and always found time to lend a 
hand. Michael will be missed by all of us 
who knew and loved him. 


Newsletter Highlights 
Community Recognition 


Independent Living Spotlight 


Employer Highlight 
Newport - Ensenada Race 
Meet the Board 

Picture of the Year 
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San Francisco Trip 
Access To Adventure 


Roommate Mixer - Find A Roommate! 
Contact Erin Koss (714) 549-3464 x-234 


Angels Baseball - Access To Adventure 
Native American Pow-Wow - Access To Adventure 
Indoor Rock Climbing - Access To Adventure 


The Orange International Street Faire 
Arts &Crafts, Food, Music - (Not a PI Function) 


Disney’s California Adventure - Access To Adventure 
Labor Day - PI Offices Closed - No Services 


Roommate Mixer - Find A Roommate! 
Contact Erin Koss (714) 549-3464 x-234 


Pottery Painting Night - Access To Adventure 


Annual Big Bear Camporee 
Access To Adventure 


Knott’s Scary Farm at Knott’s Berry Farm 
For Ticket Information Call (714) 220-5200 
(Not a PI Sponsored Function) 


Regional Center Spotlight Awards 


PI Receives 3-Year Review from CARF 
For the National Accreditation of the Agency 


9th Annual OCEAN Luncheon 
(Orange County Employment Advocacy Network) 


P.I. Annual Picnic - Mile Square Park 
Kiosk #3 (Warner & Euclid) 


Halloween 


Annual Anaheim Thanksgiving Dinner at the 
Phoenix Club 


A New York Holiday - Access To Adventure 
A trip to New York City for holiday shopping 
with special host, Sandy Becker. 
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Making A Difference 


Linda Clark 


Assistant —— Manager 
Harbor Vilage Apartments 


By Lindsey Etheridge, Team Leader, Costa Mesa 


A Warm and Sincere “Thank You” 


Since 1977, PI has helped 
hundreds of disabled adults 
§ maintain independence in the 
| community. Community 
partnerships with the property 
owners and managers are 
integral to our success. They 
provide natural supports for 
those we serve. Sometimes this 
relationship can mean the 
difference between a positive 
living experience and a desire to move within the 
month! We want to take a moment to recognize and 
thank Linda Clark of Harbor Village Apartments for 
being an exceptional community partner and an 
outstanding person. Linda has worked with 
numerous consumers and PI staff and has left a 
lasting impression on all. This is what some of the PI 
staff have had to say about Linda: 


“She is always very helpful... . she really tries to make 
things happen.” 


“She is sympathetic to their (client) needs.” 
“She is so on top of the HUD paperwork !” 
“T just know that she is very supportive.” 


“A note of thanks for how well she interacts with the 
clients and watches out for them.” 


It is a rare and cherished event when we come 
across a community member that is willing to go an 
extra mile for our agency and those we serve. With a 
population that is sometimes the object of suspicion 
and discrimination it is refreshing to encounter 
someone that is willing to act, on behalf of those in 
need, with such grace, respect and understanding. 
Thank you, Linda, for everything. 


MY, 
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[n Warm Memory ot Mike Moor 


By Rochelle Hyer, Team Leader, Anaheim 


We were all so very saddened 
at the loss of our friend Michael 
Moore on June 11, 2001. Mike was 
7H] an easy going guy who always 

J appreciated a good joke. Asa 
4 matter of a fact, he was well known 
among the staff and consumers for 
his sharp wit. 

Mike epitomized the PI 
Success Story as he took 
independence to its fullest potential. 
He was a regular at all of the 
activities hosted by PI; bowling 
tournaments, men’s socialization groups, and of course all 
holiday celebrations. In the final days, Mike reveled in his 
independence as he lived alone in a 3-bedroom house in 
Cypress. 

A man of distinguished character, Mike gave you an 
impression of Albert Einstein combined with Graucho 
Marx. His smile was infectious, his laughter insidious. 
Never a harsh word from his mouth, he was loved by all. 

“I remember when I first met Mike, it turned out that 
we were both fans of Frank Sinatra. So, from that day 
forth, whenever I would run across Mike, we would talk 
about our favorite Sinatra tunes. He would ask, ‘Seen old 
Blue Eyes lately?’ I will remember Mike fondly and will 
miss our shared love of good music.” - Tracy L Young 

“He was always friendly and, I believe, remembered 
the people that helped him and cared about him, such as 
Staff and Team Leaders. I remember that he would always 
talk about getting his parents' home someday; he was 
fortunate enough to get that wish, if only for what seems 
like a brief time. And I always knew that the minute I 
showed up for an Annual P.I. Picnic, Mike would find me 
shortly with a funny anecdote, play on words, or fall on 
your ass funny joke - can I say that? Anyway, I think that 
is what I'm going to miss the most, especially as we 
celebrate our annual picnic, this year. "I hope there are 
many blond, country singers for ya Mike in Heaven!" 

- Mike Voegele 

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of 
this uniquely kind man. It was a pleasure to have Mike in 
our lives. In Loving Memory of Mike Moore - August 4, 
1949 to June 11, 2001 





"It's All Good!" 


Independent Living Spotlight 
- Robin Weingart - 


By Brian Vogt, Team Leader, Laguna Hills 





When it comes to unbridled 
positive energy, enthusiasm, and 
peer support, there is none that can 
match that of Robin Weingart of the 
Laguna Hills Independent Living 
Team. Also known by many as the 
“Rebina Love Biscuit” or the “Buff 
Biscuit,” or just good ole “Biscuit.” 

Originally from Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, Robin has been living independently and 
working with PI since 1998. She regularly talks about 
her great relationship with her roommate Jenna Hong 
and is happy at how well the living arrangement has 
worked out. 

On any given day, at any given time, a smile can 
be found on Robin’s face. Her laughter is a trademark 
of her warm and comforting personality. 

The list of accomplishments that Robin has 
achieved would take more room than this article would 
allow. Her most recent accomplishment was found not 
locally, but high in the South Sierra, as she was one of 
the members of the Trailblazers Mountaineering Team. 
She was the only woman on the team and could often 
be heard saying, “I’m hike’n with the Brothers!” Robin 
was able to make it to 12,300 ft on her summit bid on 
Mt. Whitney. 

Mountain climbing is not the only athletic 
endeavor where Miss Weingart shines. She is a regular 
bowler and can be found tearing up the lanes every 
Friday evening with her bowling partners from the 
Laguna Hills team. 

Robin is able to maintain her independence by 
working full time in a clean room at ALCON in the city 
of Irvine, where she prepares instruments for 
optical surgery! Keep an eye on that equipment Robin! 

Most notable about Robin is her genuine love for 
the people around her. She is always providing 
support to those in need, offering a hand, or a 
compassionate ear. Robin Weingart stands out as an 
exceptiorial person we should all know. 
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Successful Employment 
Is A Partnership 


By Shannon Garnos, Team Leader, Supported Employment 





Project Independence currently works 
with over 100 employers throughout 
| Orange County, assisting nearly 200 
| individuals in maintaining successful 
employment. It is this partnership with 
| these many employers that continue to 
make the difference between success and 
failure for many individuals. 

We would like to take a moment to 
highlight one of these very successful 
partnerships. Kristen Cullum, a long time 
consumer with Project Independence, now works at El Pollo 
Loco in San Clemente. She works as a dining room attendant 
five days a week, four hours a 
day. Her manager, Laurie 
Wagooneer, has B) only good 
things to say about Kristen and 
her work ethic. “Kristen is 
faster and more efficient at 
her job than most non disabled 
trainees that come to work for 
us!” She is always on time, very 
reliable, and my customers lover her,” states Mrs. Wagooneer. 

“It has been a pleasure to work with the management at El 
Pollo Loco,” states Shannon Garnos, Supported Employment 
Team Leader. “She is always supportive of 
Kristen; especially when she was making the 
transition from another location.” When the 
employer works with PI and really implements 
the program, it’s amazing to see the success. 

We would like to thank Mrs. Wagooneer 
for working with our agency to ensure the long 
term success of Kristen. Let us not forget 
though, it’s Kristen’s hard work and 
friendliness that also leads to her own success. 

















Employment Fact 
Eighty Percent of the accommodations 


necessary to hire someone with a 
disability cost less than $500, 











P.I. Employment Fact 
The average employee in our 


SE program stays on the job 3 years. 


Congratulations 


On Your New Job 


By Tracy L Young, Manager of Community Relations 


It has been three months since our last news 
letter and our job developers are going to town! 
You’d never believe the economy is slowing or that 
people are finding it increasingly more difficult to 
find work. We have been finding jobs and 
changing lives throughout the county during these 
months and don’t feel that an economic slow down 





is affecting us at all. 


We would like to congratulate the following 
individuals for their new jobs and for passing 
through the gate of independence. 


Amy Padilla 
James Rankin 
Rachel Wasniski 
Lynette Beck 
Brian Graham 
Craig Brenner 


Nicholas Westphalen 


Mark Meehan 
Skip Disney 
Vincent Jose 
Steve Basdakis 
Allison Smith 
Vanessa Prentise 
Salina Gonzales 


~} Carrie Firestein 
} Kristin Frasier 


Michelle Lopez 
Joetta Smullen 
Nicki Holloway 
Dough Ethington 
Darlene Arpero 


Petco 

Rubio’s Baja Grill 
Rubio’s Baja Grill 
Taco Bell 

Rubio’s Baja Grill 
Target 

Chick’s Sporting Goods 
Albertson’s 

Cost Plus 
Edwards’s Theaters 
Staples 

Century Theaters 
Edward’s Theaters 
Edward’s Theaters 
99 Cent Stores 

99 Cent Stores 
Century Theaters 
Rubio’s Baja Grill 
Century Theaters 
Fullerton Library 
AMC Theaters 


! Good Luck ! 


PROSE GT 


iy. BAO De the... . quarterly Page 5 
AN 


CDS Spotlight ; 
Michelle Fluss = Summer With CDS 


By Marlon Tilmon, Team Leader, Community Day Services By Cara Vienna, Manager, Community Day Services 











Michelle Fluss is a wonderful The Community Day Services Program isa 
growing entity that now serves over 70 people. 
We have been adventuring into new places and 
exciting new experiences. The summer is now 
upon us and everyone is thrilled about the 
upcoming outdoor activities! 

Before any of us can jump right into the 
fun, we need to ensure that everyone remembers 
their safety skills. To ensure that everyone 
remembers the importance of community 
safety, the program will be visiting the Costa 
Mesa Fire Department this July. Along with 
knowing your safety skills, we want to give 
everyone the chance to have a lot of fun and 
utilize their skills. This summer will be filled 
with great activities that include the OC Fair, 
Wild Rivers, Newport Back bay, Irvine Nature 
Center, a gardening class and much, much 
more. 

Along with the fun comes work and 
volunteer participation. We have collaborated 
with seniors at the Wintersburg ADC program, 
we are preparing art projects at the Bowers Kids 
Museum, helping with merchandise at the 
Salvation Army Processing Center and we now 
work with an organization assisting with bread 
distribution to homeless shelters. Our 
consumers are getting involved and giving back 
to the community by utilizing their abilities. 
We look forward to expanding our horizons, 
while exploring new ideas and adventurous 
activities to improve the quality of everyone’s 
lives. 


1 individual that has been in our program 


S brings a variety of attributes to the 
Community Day Program that 
enhances the lives of those she meets. 

| She’s a genuinely a free spirit who 
loves life. From the moment she 
enters your car in the morning she is 
inquiring about your weekend and how you are feeling. 
She is a wonderful conversationalist and will often 
provide suggestions to problems or words of 
encouragement. Michelle is insightful about her 
personal abilities as well as those around her. She will 
be the first to admit if a task is too difficult and willingly 
allows another to step up because they are better 
qualified. Michelle is a helper, taking the initiative to 
assist the staff in clean up after an activity or offer to 
help a fellow CDS Member with an art project. Overall 
Michelle has been a special and unique individual that 
has grown tremendously in the two years that she has 
participated in our program. There have been several 
times that Michelle’s support has given me the boost I 
have needed to get through that day. I would like to 
thank Michelle for her positive outlook and 

endless effort at trying her hardest 
to be the best that 





she can be. Great 
having you on the 
team! 


! Welcome Summer ! 





Left: Bob Bengston never 
stops smiling! 

Above: Charlie gives Dale 
a hand while Valerie looks Gerardo Patatan 
ahead for good times! knows how to relax! 
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On the Roof of America 











By Tracy L. Young, Trailblazers Coach & Event Coordinator 


The Trailblazers 
mountaineering program 
has again made its brave 


summit of Mt. Whitney, the }% =. 
highest mountain in the : 
continental United States, 
standing at an impressive 
14,497 feet. The team, who was introduced to you in the 
last newsletter, consisted of Captain Ron Holland, Robin 
Weingart, Max Duffy, Matt Ross and Paul Gutierrez. All 
are members of Project Independence Independent Living 
and Supported Employment Programs. 

The adventure began on June 11th, as the wake up call 
came before the sunrise at 4:00 in morning. Everyone 
packed up and began the trek to the first camp on the 
mountain, Outpost Camp, at the elevation of 10,000 feet! 
The team moves slowly up the mountain over the course of 
three days to reduce the risk of altitude sickness. 

After spending the night at Outpost, the team again 
rolled their bedrolls, packed their packs and moved again 
up to high camp at 12,300 feet. From here the summit bid 
would begin at 3:00 am on Wednesday June 13th. 

The late spring snow melt created some unexpected 
hazards above high camp. A newly formed wall of ice 
standing eight feet high and ten feet wide blocked an 
essential part of the team’s intended route to the summit. 
Only two individuals decided to take the alternate route, a 
strenuous direct ascent of a 1,200 feet snow bowl, at an 
angle of about 40 degrees! The two teams roped up, put on 
their crampons (spikes on the boots) and prepared for the 
very long day which lay ahead. 

Maxwell Duffy and Ron Holland both decided to push 
forth toward the summit. 
Unfortunately, the effects of altitude 
and the difficult terrain took effect 
on Max and he retreated at nearly 
13,000. After a very long and hard 
afternoon, Ron Holland found him- 
self standing on the roof of 


Now there’s Proof! Ron Holland signs 
the summit register. 












Above: Robin “The Biscuit” hangs 
out by her tent enjoying the view. 
Below: Max “Power” Duffy moves 
through the snowfield on his summit 
bid with volunteer Diane Parks. 
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Top: Matt “The Muscle” Ross 
gives the adventure Thumbs 
Up! Bottom: Paul “Chicago” 
Gutierrez works on his tent. 





America! The roundtrip adventure took the team 
Captain 14 hours from camp to camp..... “One of the 
longest days of my life,” said Holland. 

We would like to congratulate all of the team 
members for their outstanding accomplishment and for 
reaching many personal bests. We would also like to 
take a moment to thank all of our volunteers for making 
this whole program a possibility. There’s no way we 
could have done it without your dedication. 

We will be selecting members for the 2002 team in 
October, so keep your eyes on coming issues of the 
Adventure Announcements for more details! 


For More Information 


About Access to Adventure 
(714) 708-2296 
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Setting Vheir Sails High 


By Skip Prosser, Head Coach, Team Independence 


“Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is 
progress. Working together is success.” 


-Henry Ford 


In August of 2000, 
Project Independence began 
its search for the members of jj 
this year’s Yacht Racing 
team, Team Independence. 
There were over 20 people 
who wanted to become part 
of this prestigious team. After a grueling selection 
process, lasting 2 months, five candidates were finally 
selected. The team, headed by Skip Prosser and 
Christy Coutts, would consist of: Michael Bailey, Todd 
Nelson, Tim Jones, Lisa Romero and Larry Maingot. 

Team Independence was very fortunate this 
year to have the support of Dr. Larry Rizzo, father of 
Project Independence consumer Glenn Rizzo. Dr. 
Rizzo donated his boat and his time to train the team 
during their weekly practice sessions. Team 
Independence also had the great fortune of having some 
“old salts” around. Mike Bailey and Lisa Romero 
participated in 1999. Practices were held every 
Saturday beginning in February. The experienced 
members provided leadership and support to the team 
members who had not previously sailed. Before long, 
Team Independence was well on its way to making a 
run for the winner circle in Ensenada. 

The Newport to Ensenada International Yacht 
Race began in 1948, with only 117 boats entered its 
first year. Today, over 500 boats compete annually and 
the race is rightfully considered the “worlds largest 
international yacht race.” 

Finally race day had arrived! Team 
Independence left Newport Beach at 2:10 PM on 
Friday. Team Independence was the first off the 
starting line and continued on course at a very fast 
pace. During this time, team members faced many 
challenges, lack of sleep being the most difficult. 
Members were allowed to sleep in only four hour 
increments. At least four team members were up at any 
given time. At last, at 11:00 AM on Saturday, our goal 












Coach Skip Prosser 


Ensenada was in sight! As the team’s vessel crossed the 
finish line, each team member congratulated each other for 
a job well done. Out of over 500 boats, Team 
Independence finished 98th overall!! This is the best 
finish yet for our brave crew! 

The Team Independence Yacht 
Team was about more than winning. 
Members had set their own personal 
goals. Some sailed to honor family 
members who loved the ocean. Another 
came just to prove that he could. This 
team went beyond its potential. They 
came together, they progressed together, | | 
and they succeeded together. 





Crew Member 
Tim Jones 


Lisa Romero & 
Larry Maingot wait for the 
race to begin! 





Team Captain 
Michael Bailey pulls in the main 





Crew Member 
Todd Nelson 
Looking cool 





Assistant Coach 
Christy Coutts 
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Nathan Wojan 





Brent Trembath 


Skip Prosser 


“The strength of this agency is in our staff” 
- Greg Kinzler, Director of Operations 


Project Independence has been able 
to weather the sands of time by 
continuing to provide quality services 
over the last twenty-four years. Without 
our dedicated staff, we would be just 
another mediocre agency providing 
average services. 

We would like to acknowledge 
some of the exceptional staff who have 
been recognized over the past six months 
for their hard work, dedication, and 
willingness to go the extra mile. 

Nathan Wojahn went beyond the 
stars when he brought his rather large 
telescope to our annual camporee and 
gave a star gazing lesson to all. His 
insight and knowledge provided a 
quality educational experience under the 
cool summer sky. 

Refugio Macedo defines the word 
reliable. He has volunteered to work late 
nights, weekends, and cover any shift 





Exceptional Staff Make 
An Exceptional Agency 


that dangles before him. He is a team 
leader’s dream and a client’s best friend. 
We are fortunate to have such a team 
player on our side of the baseline. 

Brent Trembath finds time to not 
only serve our consumers, but also plays 
semi-professional soccer. He brings a 
good attitude to the table and encourages 
his consumers to be the best they can be. 
It was clear to us when we started 
receiving letters from the Regional 
Center and parents that this man is going 
the extra mile for his consumers. Way to 
go Brent. 

Jeanette Gomer has been with our 
agency nearly two years and has given 
completely of herself throughout her 
tenure. She has on many occasions 
made sure that consumers had a place to 
share dinner for a holiday celebration. 
She has even opened her home to a 
consumer when they were “homeless” 
for a short time. Jeanette’s genuine care 
for her consumers coupled with her great 
generosity make her stand out in the 


Refugio Macedo 
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Jeanette Gomer 


Christy Coutts 


crowd. Great Job Jeanette! 

Christy Coutts, a recent graduate 
from CSU-Fullerton, was the assistant 
coach for this year’s yacht racing team, 
TEAM INDEPENDENCE. This 
required the sacrifice of many weekends 
for training, racing, and general 
instruction. Christy volunteered these 
many hours to ensure the team’s ultimate 
success. We hope that Christy will come 
back on board next year as the team 
again sails toward personal victory. 

Finally, we would like to 
acknowledge Skip Prosser, Head Coach, 
Team Independence. Coaching this 
team is not the only time we have seen 
Skip donate his time. He attends many 
Access To Adventure events, assists 
with the PI picnic, and so much more. 
Skip is a team player . . . . He’s on the PI 
TEAM! 

So, remember when you come 
across your friendly PI staff, take a 
moment to appreciate all that they do to 
ensure your independence! 
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Board Vice President 
Creates Southern California Icom 


When you think of Southern 
California culture, you think of surf, 
sun, and of course, fish tacos. When 
you think fish tacos, nothing 
compares to the fresh clean taste of 
Wahoo’s Fish Tacos. Board vice 
president Wing Lam is the marketing 
genius behind the success of this 
booming business now found 
throughout Southern California. 

Recently, Mr. Lam was recipient 
to the prestigious Ernst & Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year Award. 
Wahoo’s has made into the winners 
circle with 20 locations and over a 
million in annual sales. And then 
there was the Merrill Lynch Super 
Bowl ad which featured Wahoo’s and 
our very own board VP catching a 
wave to success. This campaign 


By John Petersen, President, Board of Directors 


garnered world-wide recognition for 
the local business. 

At 40 years of age and 13 years 
into the business, Wing says, “We 
don’t forget who got us where we are 
today.” Lam and his brothers, Ed 
and Mingo; one works real estate 
searching the demographics for new 
locations, and the other is involved in 
the investment business. Brazilian- 
born of Chinese ancestry with college 
degrees, they yearned for the food 
they ate while chasing waves off the 
Mexican coast. 

The ambiance of the restaurants 
is purposely fast, fun, and casual. 
The menu offers a healthy and 
economical fare and naturally has the 
namesake tacos which made them 


famous. The fish tacos are grilled, not 
fried and served with fresh mahi 
mahi. 

It was several years ago that 
Wing opened his heart to PI, 
generously giving his time and 
resources by serving on our board. 
We are very fortunate to have the 
business savvy of this successful 
entrepreneur on our Board of 
Directors. It is a pleasure and a 
privilege to serve with a man of such 
distinction. 

In years to come, it’s not too 
unrealistic to assume, if Wing 
continues his steady pace, you will 
see a Wahoo’s Fish Taco banner 
flying over every major city in the 
country. 


‘The Changing Face Of PI. 








Brian Vogt 


Kathy Mijares 


As a testament to our continued 
growth, we have added some new faces 
and a few people have found themselves 
sitting in new desks. We would like to 
take a moment to welcome those who 
are new to our great organization and 
congratulate those who have been 
recently promoted. 

First of all, we would like to wish 
Regina Chavez well on her final days of 
her pregnancy. Regina is out until the 
birth of her baby. In the meantime, we 
would like to welcome Robin Lynn to 
our family. Robin will be working as 


By Judith Able, Manager of Administration 


our Human Resources Generalist in 
Regina’s absence. 

To better manage services, PI has 
recently split our Supported Employment 
services from our Community Day 
Services Program. Our continued growth 
has made such a division possible and 
necessary to better facilitate further 
growth and quality services. We would 
like to welcome Debi Kirk, our new 
Manager of Employment Services. Debi 
holds a Master’s Degree in Rehab 
Counseling and will provide the 
department sound leadership. 

Cara Vienna will now be managing 
our Community Day Services Program. 
Her experience and wealth of energy will 





Cara Vienna 


Debi Kirk 


offer vitality and creativity to the 
program which will be unparalleled. 
We think Cara may be an inventor of 
the Red Bull drink! 

Congratulations to Kathy Mijares 
who was recently promoted to the 
position of Team Leader for the Co-Op 
Housing Program. 

The Laguna Hills Independent 
Living team has been waiting for the 
right person to come along and provide 
sound leadership. Brian Vogt, formerly 
on the Anaheim Team, is that man. 
Congratulations to Brian for his recent 
promotion. 
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Continues “lo Grow 


By Michael Manchester, Manager Co-Op Housing Program 





Team Camelot 


The Co-Op Housing Program 
has tripled in membership size 
since we last shared our progress. 
Kathy Mijares has become the 
new Team Leader for the Co-op 
program and Darrin Mackel is our 
first dedicated staff member. 
Darrin will be a beneficial 
addition to our program. Darrin 
came from the Irvine ILS team. 

There are now four teams in 
the Co-Operative Housing 
Program. The first team, Team 
1st Homebuyers, is comprised of 
four great guys: Craig Benefiel, 
Todd Nelson, Randy Rushing and 
Kurt Trondsen. Each are 
enjoying their 'new' home. Randy 
does landscaping on the side and 
is doing all the yard work for the 
house, making the front yard look 
like a picture from House and 
Garden magazine! 

Our second team, Team 
Camelot, is comprised of four 
beautiful women: Ellie Davis, 
Kelly Locke, Cindy Vanderbeek 
and Ann Harwood. These women 


are heroes as they worked through 
the trials of locating a home in 
Huntington Beach. These ladies 
and their very supportive families 
have continued to be positive and 
full of humor throughout this chal- 
lenging search for a home. Any 
readers out there who know of 
someone with a four bedroom home 
that is available for rent in Hunting- 
ton Beach, would be our hero if 
you called us and put us in touch 
with the owner of that home. 

The third team is made up of 
two women who have known each 
other and lived together in the same 
group home in the past. Linda 
McGowan and Tina Bagley want to 
live together in a three-bedroom 
home in Anaheim, in the area of 
Lincoln and State College 
Boulevard. We are working with 
both women now to develop the 
rules, chores and group budget for 
the home. Neither Linda nor Tina 
are currently with PI. 

The fourth team includes Larry 
Maingot, Chris Fowler and John 
McColgan. John has just 
transferred down to South County 
from West Hills where he is already 
working for Tuttle-Chrysler-Jeep in 
Irvine. Larry already lives in the 
area and is currently looking for a 
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job in the fast food industry. 
Chris works full-time for Home 
Depot and is looking forward to 
moving out of the very small 
room he is renting and into a 
home with Larry and John. 

We are very proud that all of 
these individuals have chosen to 
be part of the Co-Operative 
Housing Program. They are alla 
great group of people with lots of 
courage for trying something 
new. We would also like to take 
this opportunity to express our 
deepest gratitude to the families 
of the members of Team Ist 
Homebuyers and Team Camelot 
for all of their patience, support 
and encouragement. They are 
Gary and Mary Nelson, Star 
Trondsen, Reiko West, Alan 
Rushing, Suzanne Benefiel, Don 
Benefiel, Mr. & Mrs. Donald 
Behran, Ollie Hardwood, Dottie 
Rogers, Dick and Ellen Davis, 
Jim and Pat Locke and Del and 
Pat Vanderbeek. The Co-Op 
teams and PI would not have been 
able to accomplish so much in 
such a short time without the 
constant help and encouragement 
of these parents. We thank you 
from our hearts for all your hard 
work and driving time. 


For More Information 
on Co-Op Housing 
Please Contact 
Michael Manchester 
(714) 708 - 2270 
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Welcome To Project Independence 


By Denise Prosser, Manger of Intake 












P.I. Fact 
We provide Independent Living 
Services To More People than 
Any Other Agency In 
Orange County 


We would like to welcome those individuals who 
have decided to take the step toward independence! 
It is a difficult but rewarding move toward a ° 
fulfilling adulthood that will bring you great Pro] ect Independence 


personal growth. Welcome to the Project 


Independence family! Find S S an D 1e go 





Independent Livin By Bill Frazier, Manager BPAO 

Greetings from Project Independence of San 
Diego. In January, Project Independence entered 
into a cooperative agreement with the Social 


Dana Morishige Isao Kigoshi 
Mike Blanchard Randol Rushing 


tain neni Jeaquets Hie Security Administration to provide benefits 
Alex Herrera Carlos Sandusky ; : 
“<e planning, assistance, and outreach (BPAO) to 
Brad Steinhilpert John Buehn ng" : ; 
‘ali persons receiving benefits from Social Security. The 
Ronald Einwich 


service is designed to assist individuals with 
understanding the many complexities of Social 
Security and other related benefits. Specifically, it is 
our aim to empower people so that they can make 


Supported Employment 









— Hogue Manual Salgado the best life decisions possible based on current and 
Steven Basdakis Rick Muller ; : 

abies accurate information. For example, there are many 
Nicki Hollaway Kolleen Potter : ‘ : Soi Gis tne 

. work incentives available to persons with disabilities 

Fernando Camarillo Darlene Arpero j 

: : who desiré' toework. These*Workincen 
Mickey Smith Mark Van Ryne 

allow an indiWidual to earn up t0 $2,000 per month 

Canohyn Ray Bot isan without losin MediCal i in California. 
Kevin Graves Lorraine Salisbury e 
Woody Herman Terree Kunkle 


ach effort to get the word diitto people 
who could benefit from the service. C 
Projettdindepéndence is*serving elev 
through the BPAO Program. 'The mission of the San 
Diego BPAO Program is to assist individuals 
between the ages of 14 and 65 with understanding 
the full array of benefits options, so they may make 
educated choices with regard to independent living, 
employment, and other life events. We look forward 
to continuing the mission! 

In other news, Project Independence has hired 
Janice Goodwin to be the San Diego County 
Welcome To Benefits Counselor. She began June 4", and has 
. jumped in with both feet! Please don’t hesitate to 
Proj ect Independence call Bill Frazier at (619) 561-8761 if you have any 
questions regarding the BPAO program. 





Community Day Services 


Lizette Graciano 
Robert Van Sise 
Lorenzo Villa 
James Ramirez 
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A topos * < WALK 
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Left To Right: Karl Kay, Ronnie, Mia and Cara Vienna, Pat Magee, Leigh 
Spencer, Peter Kruthers, Emily Nierman, Alma Boston, Allison Mitchell. 
Back: Jeff Lechich Holding Sign: Sharron Tracey 


Project Independence continues to show its support in the 
community by more than just providing services. The OC 
Aids Walk has become a regular activity which promotes com- 
munity involvement with our clients. We are proud of those See No Evil, Hear No Evil, Speak No Evil 
who continue to show their support by participating in this Gerardo Potetia namie Loulé, 

very important event. and Felipe Camarillo remind us of this age old rule. 
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